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More housing will mean
higher demand for water
Now that we have received

some rain in March and April,
people think a drought is not a
problem. We will always have
droughts, and they are becom-
ing more frequent because of
global warming.
Does anyone remember sev-

eral years ago when a drought
caused Marin a big problem
and water was piped across
the Richmond-San Rafael
Bridge to help Marin? The
pipe was eventually taken
away, but they should have left
it because we might need it
again.
Forcing a lot more hous-

ing and especially high rises
to eight stories (as originally
drafted in SB 827) makes no
sense for a small community
like Fairfax. Where are they
going to get water for all of
these units?
Water is a problem even

now all over the world. If it
comes to desalination, water
will be very expensive.
— Helen Vidaurri, Greenbrae

Likes downtown Novato’s
abundance of parking
Good editorial on the No-

vato “parklette” issue. I have
lived in San Rafael for over 30
years, once a wonderful place
to shop and dine downtown
with the ease of parking.
As we all know, that has

changed with increased park-
ing fees and meter-maid ha-
rassment. In recent years I
have found myself traveling to
Old Town Novato because of
the hospitable convenience of
free parking to shop and dine.
I hope there is not a trend
with the recent “parklette” ap-
proval by Novato City Hall to
allow more establishments to
take away valuable parking
space.
The availability and abun-

dance of free parking in No-
vato has been a very positive
reason to shop and dine in
that city.

— John Semone, San Rafael

This is how pensions
reduce public services
At its April 24 meeting, the

Board of Supervisors approved
staff’s proposal to dedicate the
first five years’ modest savings
($1.9 million) from the gover-
nor’s 2013 Public Employees’
Pension Reform Act, to a re-
serve account that would be
used for future payments to
help fund pension fund invest-
ments when earnings don’t
meet assumptions (presently 7
percent per year).
Seven million dollars is set

aside in the account, to which
the staff recommended adding
the $1.9 million.
It is prudent for the county

to take steps to address its
looming public employees’
pension funding problem, for
the plan is unsustainable.

But this set-aside of $1.9
million should not have been
approved when the county’s
general fund faces a shortfall
of $4.1 million this year and
$5 million for next.
The county presently faces

$262 million in pension un-
funded liability, and remain-
ing principal and interest pay-
ments on its pension obliga-
tion bonds of $116 million over
the bonds’ remaining nine
years; $338 million combined.
The county’s required pen-

sion fund payments are about
$50 million annually and
bonds debt service averages
another $13 million, from a
general fund of $440 million.
In context, $1.9 million is

trivial. However, it under-
scores that pension contribu-
tions crowd out needed pub-
lic services. Think wildfire is-
sues?
Some modest PEPRA re-

forms have been challenged by
employee unions. The unions
have lost at trial court and
on appeal. The state Supreme
Court will decide those cases.
At the very least, the county

should oppose challenges to
PEPRA. Much more reform is
also necessary.

— Paul Premo, Mill Valley,
core group member, Citizens

for Sustainable Pension Plans

Consider pension burden
of assessor candidates
I am Jenny Mattson’s vol-

unteer campaign manager for
the Marin County assessor
position. I am currently em-
ployed as an assessment re-
cording county clerk super-
visor for the county of Marin
and I asked Jenny to consider
running for this position.
As a lifelong Marin County

resident and a longtime

Marin County employee, I of-
fer a unique point of view for
this particular election. Al-
though I have nothing per-
sonal against my two cowork-
ers running for office, I sim-
ply cannot justify the cost of
their experience to vote for ei-
ther one of them. Jenny Matt-
son’s pension after three
terms is practically noth-
ing compared to what Shelly
Scott’s pension would be even
after only one term.
If you are concerned about

public pension costs and how
they affect government ser-
vices, I would encourage you
to read the grand jury report
on the Marin County pension
liability and consider voting
for Jenny Mattson for asses-
sor.
—Wendy Lahargoue-Sorensen,

San Anselmo

MCE, IJ not telling whole
story about clean energy
The IJ’s story about Marin

Clean Energy’s new solar
farm going into service ne-
glects to include information
that puts things in perspec-
tive.
First, when MCE’s Rich-

mond-located solar farm is in-
cluded, only one-half of 1 per-
cent of MCE’s total load is
served by its “local” solar pro-
duction.
Second, MCE claims that

its solar farm is dramati-
cally reducing greenhouse gas
emissions, yet the IJ neglects
to report that since MCE’s
business launch, nearly half
of its “clean” power is actu-
ally green-washed fossil-fired
power. Accordingly, MCE fails
to disclose 1.2 billion pounds
of greenhouse gas emissions
in energy that it rebrands as
“clean.” This constitutes what
MCE claims as exceeding the
state requirement for “sourc-
ing a certain percentage of
its electricity from renewable
sources.”
Last, MCE claims that it

has brought many new clean
energy resources to market
compared to Pacific Gas and
Electric Co. This is an over-
statement. For example, MCE
is merely contracting for
available energy from a large
solar farm in Kings County
and a large wind farm in
Kern County until PG&E and
Southern California Edison
begin taking deliveries from
these resources that these
utility companies bankrolled.
It is hyperbole for MCE to

claim that it is out-greening
PG&E when these activities
are going on behind the cur-
tain.

— Jim Phelps, Novato

Just because it’s legal
doesn’t make it good
The article on the 420

founders was quite interest-
ing.
My question is, do they

now, older and wiser, advise
their children and grandchil-
dren to smoke marijuana?
Since rehab facilities in

Marin flourish and AA meet-
ings are held, thank God, ev-
erywhere, are they really that
proud of their 50-year-old “in-
vention”?
Dope dealers made a for-

tune off of drug cultures and
will continue to do so. That
it is now under the cloak
of “recreational” use, and
taxes will be raised from its
use, doesn’t make it good.
Remember, opiates are le-
gal, too, and how many of
the thousands in Golden
Gate Park on April 20 got on
bikes, motorcycles and into
cars and drove away? And
I’m sure Mr. Noel’s statement
that “everyone makes money
off it, why shouldn’t we,” will
go over big with his DEA
agent father.
I’ve seen the destruction

of drugs on society and will
never approve of illegal or “le-
gal” use.

— Rich Cairns, San Rafael

Post-Trump sleeping
aids ‘understandable’
I wonder when White House

physician Rear Adm. Ronny
Jackson started dispensing
sleeping aids? If it was be-
fore President Trump took of-
fice, shame on everybody. If af-
ter Trump, completely under-
standable.
— Orin Keplinger, Woodacre

Returning the smiles
of those who have passed
Probably like most of your

older readers, I scan the obitu-
aries to see if there is anyone I
know or if someone my age or
younger has died.
This past Saturday, I had

the oddest experience. I didn’t
know anyone, but I found my-
self returning the wonderful,
joyful smiles of all those fea-
tured.
— Kay Noguchi, Terra Linda

Saturday soapbox
Cartoonist’s take

ByWilliamBinzen

In the April 14 Marin Mas-
ter Gardeners feature, “How to
get involved in the annual sud-
den oak death survey,” Martha
Proctor wrote, “There are no
known methods to arrest the
spread of the disease once trees
become infected.” She added:
“Applying a preventative phos-
phonate to oaks at risk in the
fall is currently the recom-
mended treatment.”
I agree with the second sen-

tence. But regarding the first,
that there’s no way to save in-
fected trees, I beg to differ. The
answer has long been hiding in
plain sight. For more than 20
years I’ve had considerable suc-
cess saving coast live oaks and
tanoaks infected with the fun-
gus (Phytophthora ramorum)
that causes sudden oak death,
or SOD — trees with the char-
acteristic cankers oozing dark,
blood-like sap — as well as pre-
venting healthy trees from be-
coming infected.
This is what I do. First, I

strengthen the immune system
of trees with yearly applica-
tions of a sprayable potassium
phosphite fertilizer like Reliant
or Agri-Fos. Second, I amend
the pH of soils under tree cano-
pies with calcium, lime, oyster
shell dust or related alkaline
minerals.
It sounds pretty easy. And it

is. So, why do we have this ep-
idemic of SOD killing trees all
around us? While there could
be many reasons, including
global climate change, I believe
there is an underlying thread
that binds them all together.
Could it have something to do
with pH change in our soils?
Since the beginning of the

Industrial Revolution humans
have been lacing the atmo-
sphere with acidic compounds
and nasty chemicals, leading
to acid rain, eutrophication of
lakes and ponds, and weak-
ened trees across the country
and around the globe. In short,
soils have become ever more
inhospitable to native plants.
Heightened acidity levels leach
calcium from soil, weakening

the roots and then the tree. Not
only can a non-diseased but
weakened tree die long before
its time, but it’s also more sus-
ceptible to sudden oak death,
bark beetles and all other
pathogens and pests.
By amending soils we move

the pH needle from acid to
base, and by spraying with fer-
tilizer we feed the tree with nu-
trients. These actions enhance
the immune system, helping
trees ward off SOD and other
diseases, and insect pests. I
recommend spraying at least
twice-yearly for trees that ex-
hibit significant decline due to
SOD, and at least yearly for the
others. It’s best done in fall and

spring, following rain.
To spray trees, you’ll need

a backpack sprayer and the
“right stuff” to spray. There are
two liquids to mix, the potas-
sium phosphite fertilizer and a
penetrant that helps the solu-
tion get through tree bark into
conductive tissues. You’ll want
to spray a damp-wet coat from
root crowns (where tree roots
meet the ground) up to about 6
feet, all around the tree. Then
spread an alkaline soil amend-
ment on the ground from root
crowns out to the drip edge of
the canopy.
For many years Marin has

missed the opportunity to save
vast numbers of our native
trees. The reasons are com-
plex — and buried under old,
misguided legal actions once
taken against the individual
who discovered the efficacy of
potassium phosphite in saving
trees. These actions are the
reason why the very fertilizer
that can save trees is now er-
roneously labeled a fungicide
— which it is not! In effect, a
few key officials stood by and

watched as Rome burned with-
out intervening to put out the
fire.
Matteo Garbelotto has a

well-organized research proj-
ect (“SOD blitzes”) that sends
people into the field to collect
samples. While collecting data
about tree mortality is useful,
why not train and equip pla-
toons of willing citizens to go
to affected zones and literally
blitz the trees — that is, spray
them! Additionally, the county
should consider using aircraft
to broadcast granular potas-
sium phosphite and calcium
over remote, forested areas to
slow the geographic spread of
the disease.
If you would like more de-

tails about what has worked so
well for me, please feel free to
email william@williambinzen.
com.
I say, let’s save our oaks —

while there are still a few oaks
left to save!

William Binzen, of Woodacre,
is a photographer, artist and
environmentalist.
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I saved my trees from sudden oak death; you can, too
By amending
soilswemove the
pHneedle from
acid to base, and
by sprayingwith
fertilizerwe feed the
treewith nutrients.

Cartoonist’s take
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